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their miraculous powers, there is a saying everywhere current
in India; " The whole universe is subject to the gods; the
gods   are   subject   to  the   Mantras;  the   Mantras  to  the
other       Brahmans; therefore the Brahmans are our gods."l    There
godson     *s sa^ to kave keen a sect *n Orissa some years ago who
India.       worshipped   the   late Queen   Victoria   in   her   lifetime  as
their chief divinity.    And  to this  day  in  India all living
persons   remarkable  for   great strength  or  valour  or  for
supposed  miraculous  powers run  the risk of being wor-
shipped as gods.    Thus, a sect in the Tunjaub worshipped
a deity whom they called Nikkal Sen.    This Nikkal Sen
was no other than the redoubted General  Nicholson, and
nothing that the general could do or say damped the ardour
of his adorers.    The more he punished them, the greater
grew the religious awe with which they worshipped him.2
At Benares a few years ago a celebrated deity was incar-
nate in the person of a Hindoo gentleman who rejoiced in
the euphonious name of Swami Bhaskaranandaji Saraswati,
and looked uncommonly like the late Cardinal Manning, only
more ingenuous.      His  eyes beamed with  kindly human
interest, and he took what is described as an innocent pleasure
in the divine honours paid him by his confiding worshippers.8
Lingayat         The Lingayats are the Unitarians of Hindooism, for they
worshipped believe in only one god, Siva, rejecting the other two persons
as gods,    of the Hindoo Trinity.    Yet " they esteem the Jangam or
priest as superior even to the deity.     They pay homage to
the Jangam first and to Siva afterwards.    The Jangam is
regarded as an incarnation of the deity. ... In practice the
Jangam is placed first and, as stated above, is worshipped as
1 Monier Williams,op.cit* pp. 201^.      1899 at the age of about seventy.
* Monier Williams, op.cit. pp. 259^.      It is only fair   to   his   memory   to
81 have borrowed  the description     add that the writer who records his
of this particular deity from the Rev.      death bears high and honourable testi-
Dr. A. M. Fairbairn, who knew him     mony   to   the   noble   and   unselfish
personally (Contemporary Review, June     character of the deceased, who is said
*899,  p. 768).    It is melancholy to     to have honestly repudiated the miracu-
reflect that in our less liberal land     lous powers ascribed to him by his
the divine Swami would probably have     followers.     He   was  worshipped   in
been consigned to the calm seclusion of     temples during his   life,   and   other
a gaol or a madhouse.    The difference     temples have been erected to him since
between a god and a madman or a     his death.     See  Rai  Bahadur Lala
criminal is often merely a question of     Baij Nath, B.A,, Hinduism Ancient
latitude and longitude.                             and Modern (Meerut,  1905), pp.
Swami departed this life in August     sy.